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SCHOOL CLOSURES 

2548. Mrs M.H. Roberts to the Minister for Education 

(1) How many government schools have closed between 1 October 2008 and 1 March 2010? 

(2) What was the name and location of each school closed? 

(3) What was the number of students at each year level in the last complete school year that the school 
operated? 

(4) Who owned the land that the school was based on in each instance? 

(5) Were any classrooms removed to other locations after a school was closed; and 

(a) if so, from which locations, to which locations, and at what cost? 

(6) What savings have been achieved as a result of each closure? 

(7) Which schools were the displaced children moved to in each instance? 

(8) How many students attending the schools that the Minister closed are now enrolled in the School of 
Isolated and Distance Education (SIDE)? 

(9) What year level are each of the displaced children now enrolled in SIDE?  

(10) Which schools are currently under consideration for closure? 

(11) What was the average number of students at each school that was closed during that period? 

(12) How many schools currently have the average number of students referred to in (11), or less than this 
average number, and which schools are they?  

(13) What amount of money did the Minister’s department plan on saving through school closures when last 
year’s State Budget was agreed? 

(14) How much money has the Minister’s department actually saved through school closures in 2009–2010? 

(15) Will the Minister’s department need to make up any deficiency in school closure savings not achieved 
this year in 2010–2011? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) No government schools have closed between 1 October 2008 and 1 March 2010. 

(2)-(9)  Not applicable, as there have been no school closures. 

(10) Planning and review to improve educational provision across the State is a continuous process. There 
are no firm closure plans currently under consideration. 

(11)-(12)Not applicable, as there have been no school closures. 

(13) At the time of preparing the estimates an amount was included in the 3% Efficiency Dividend for 
Statewide Schooling Provision Reform. It was anticipated that this could provide an overall savings of 
around $3.5 million in 2009-10 and could include school amalgamations in certain circumstances. 

(14) Not applicable, as there have been no school closures. 

(15) The treatment of shortfalls in the 3 per cent efficiency savings in 2009-2010 are to be determined as 
part of the State Government budget process. 

 


